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This book contributes to the appreciation of
seeds in their historical, scientific, cultural,
socio-economic and political dimensions and
invites the general public to take an interest in
this major issue.
It aims at:
- familiarising the reader with the scientific
and practical knowledge associated to seeds
- and to raise awareness about the
importance of reviving crop diversity within
the necessary and urgent agroecological
transition of our food systems.

Most of the images
which accompany the
text belong to the
DYNAVERSITY travelling
photo exhibition
organized by project
partner FormicaBlu, and
presented at a number
of events in different
European countries.

Our common thread
is that genetic diversity is the
basis of the resilience of our
food systems
and that it also represents a
fundamental quality for allowing
cultivated plant populations to
adapt to climate change,
thus offering an infinite number
of combinations and
evolutionary possibilities in the
face of the environmental
unpredictability observed today in
our regions

PART 1
sets the stage, by explaining the historical and
biological features of agriculture, plants and seeds
in their evolution and their diversity from the
neolithic. We share some basic information to
familiarise the reader with the nature of cultivated
plants.

PART 3

describes the context of seed development in the
21st century, highlighting the limits of an industrial
approach from ecological, agronomic and socioeconomic points of view. We focus on the most
important consequences of the loss of diversity in
agroecosystems in terms of resilience, health and
quality and across different scales (from the plant
to the ecosystem level).

PART 2
focuses on the evolution of agriculture and
seeds since the end of the 19th century: the
search for varietal homogeneity, the
development of modern plant breeding tools,
the standardisation and industrialisation of
agriculture, the establishment of seed laws and
the emergence of the genetic resources
concept, and of the regulations about these.

PART 4
describes approaches and experiences already
initiated by farmers, gardeners, researchers,
other stakeholders and citizens to boost the
revival of diversity and give rise to authentic
organic farming movements. .

Thank you.

The book leads the
reader through
encounters with the
protagonists of the
renewal of agricultural
practices and the
revival of local and
farmers’ seeds.

